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Other Division of Land Surveys Items

• We received around 9400 in 2020 (slightly above average).

• 12 FOIA request since our last GISB meeting.

– Visit https://surveyor.arkansas.gov/foia-requests/

• Coordinates for around 280 PLSS monuments since purchase of 

GNSS equipment in 2019. Field operations focused on corner 

certificates that fall on a county line due to the high number of 

(GIS) administrative boundaries tied to county lines.

– Garland-Montgomery county line

– Howard-Polk county line

– Franklin-Logan county line

– Arkansas-Jefferson county line

– Van Buran-Cleburne county line

– Perry-Yell County line

• New employee is set to begin on March 15, 2021 in the surveyor 

position. Primary focus will be on PLSS operations (coordinate 

control, maintenance, inspection, and perpetuation).

https://surveyor.arkansas.gov/foia-requests/


Other Division of Land Surveys Items

• Original GLO 

bearing tree found 

south of Sheridan

• 15" Black Gum 

was described in 

the 1821 GLO field 

notes



Old Business



COVID-19 Response



Next Gen 911 Project

• Key focus currently is local 911 service 

territory review meetings
– March 10th – Fulton/Sharp

– March 11th – Greene/Clay/Randolph/Lawrence

– March 17th – Faulkner/Perry/Conway

– March 31st – Drew/Ashley/Chicot

• Gap analysis

– Initial analysis complete

– Results under review





Searcy County Parcel Mapping

• Coordinating with Assessor Office on total 

number of large format plats for scanning 

vendor.

• Gathering other data necessary for bid 

request

• Goal to publish bid request end of March  



2020 Census & Redistricting 

• U.S. Census Bureau announced February 
12th that it will deliver P.L. 94-171 
redistricting data to all states by Sept. 30, 
2021.

• Redistricting Software Solution

– AutoBound training completed with CityGate
GIS personnel

– Awaiting delivery/install of 2019 ACS data



Recommendation for Local 

Jurisdictions
1) Use the 2019 ACS data to estimate the variances in their current 
districts. For some counties there may be perfectly acceptable levels of 
variance and they may not require any change. That scenario could be 
the best of all situations. Pushing variances to higher levels that are 
within reason likely qualifies as a governmental reason to do so, due to 
the pandemic and the forced delay, and the hard deadlines in the 
election calendar.

2) Use the 2019 ACS to plan for district changes where necessary.

3) To the maximum degree make assignments and plans at the precinct 
level. Avoid splitting precincts as much as possible.

4) Be at the ready for the September delivery of the 2020 data, to 
analyze their preplanned changes and then adjust as necessary.



Staff Update & Office Relocation

• Surveyor position
– Offered and accepted

– Tentative start date, March 15th

• Rockefeller Building
– “Water, water, every where, Nor any drop to drink.”

March
1st

February
18th



New Business



Legislative Update



Legislative Update



Legislative Update

SB452 TO REQUIRE THAT APPORTIONMENT OF 
WARDS BE CONDUCTED BY THE COUNTY 
BOARDS OF ELECTION COMMISSIONERS; 
AND TO AMEND THE LAW CONCERNING 
DESIGNATION OF WARDS IN 
MUNICIPALITIES

Sen. M. 
Johnson

Filed 3/2/21 If passed this bill would be a 
significant change in the 
redistricting process.   Worth 
considering a request for an 
amendment to include something 
like, “A digital map detailing the 
ward boundaries altered or 
established in a format prescribed 
by the Arkansas Geographic 
Information Systems Office.”

https://www.arkleg.state.ar.us/Bills/Detail?id=SB452&chamber=Senate&ddBienniumSession=2021%2F2021R
https://www.arkleg.state.ar.us/Bills/FTPDocument?path=%2FBills%2F2021R%2FPublic%2FSB452.pdf
https://www.arkleg.state.ar.us/Bills/Detail?id=SB452&chamber=Senate&ddBienniumSession=2021%2F2021R


Other Matters 

• Next Meeting: March 3, 2021 (tentative)


